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Marxk A. S. CAMERON

“STARS OF DAVID” ON A MURAIL PLASTER FRAGMENT
FROM KNOSSOS

Early in 1902 Sir Arthur Evans discovered in the palace at Knossos
an isolated mural plaster fragment depicting two “Stars of David’
(Plate I and Fig. 1B). The piece was apparently found within the
‘Court of the Distaffs’, towards the west wall and near the doorway at
the south-west corner of the court, to judge by faint details in a sketch
of the find-spot drawn by Evans in AE/INB (Note-Book) III
(frontispiece) on 17 January 1902 (Fig. 1 A)*. It may or may not have
been a surface find: further details of the find-circumstances are
lacking.

The fragment, at present located in the fresco storeroom of the
Herakleion Museum, in tray 105 Omikron XII “Area of Demon Seals’,
is here seen in a photograph evidently taken by Noel Heaton perhaps
bertween 1909—1911 when he was conducting scientific analyses of
Minoan wall plasters for Evans®. The piece measures H. 7.6 <X W.
11.2>x<D. 3.3 cm., and the coarse plaster was built up in two layers, the
upper 1.9, the lower 1.4 cm. The surface colour is a much faded black
wash, and the two “stars” occur as heavily incised designs in the plaster
surface. The depth of their carving reaches about 1 mm. and seems to
have been carried out some time after the plaster had dried and
hardened: the incised lines are sharp at the sides and fairly clean at the
bottoms of the grooves — not untidy or ragged, as if ‘dragged” ourt in
soft plaster — but the overall result looks crude. Even so, there is
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of Israel. and shall smite the corners of Moab. and destroy all the
children of Sheth.

:étoile sl

Je le vois« mais non pas maintenant; je le regarde. mais non

pas de pres. Une étoile est procédée de Jacob. et un v:cepter

s’est élevé d’Israél: il transpercera les coins de Moab. et détruira
tous les enfants de Seth.
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‘bltme qui le, distingue des autres mations, le drapea'
adopté par Nos ancétres pouvant étre confondu ‘avee d’aus

Ipérué et de la glnire, présentement et dans l’avemr Salu!f__

DAHIR ‘DU 17 NOVEMBRE 1915
© " (9 MOHARREM 1884) .
portant doaoripnon dr nouveau- drapeau de l‘nml,ml

LOUANGE A DIEU SEUL !
(Grand Sceau de Moulay Youssef.)
‘A Nos Serviteurs intagres, les Gouverneurs et Calda
Notre Empire Fortuné, ainsi qu’a Nos Sujets.
Que l'on sache par les présentes — puisse Dlen Tria
Haut en illustrer la teneur | -— e
Qu’en raison‘des progrés réalisés par Nou-e :
Chérifien, en consxderatlon du, rénom éc'Iahmi qtnl
acquis et eu égard i la nécessité de lui constlmer un’em

tres pavxllons en particulier avec ceux qul som uh' ;
comme signaux dans. la Marine ; &

Notre - Majesté Chérifienne, -

A m&cnn’rﬁ CE Qm SUIT :

. ARTICLE UNIQUE. — Nous avons td'éc.rété de’ disting
Notre drapeair en l'ornant au centre du Soeau dy Salomo
a cing branches, de couleur verte.

Dieu oondmse cet embléme dans- les voies de h

Fait a Rabat, lc 9 Moharrcm\133(t
(17 novcmbre 1915)

Vu pour promu]gahcm et mise 4 exécuhon
Rabal, le 25 novembre 1915._»

Le Ministre Plénipotentidgire,
Délégué‘ & le Résidence G’énémlq._
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[Click to enlarge] Romania [100 CE] [S00CE]

3 Cent U.S. Coin St Peters Basilica, Rome
[1851 CE] [1500 CE] [Click to enlarge]

Bakhchysaray Akbar's Palace at Saminids Coin
Mosque [1500 CE] Fatehpur Sikri [ 1500 CE] Iran [800 CE



V0 e e sl sl el

Bolshoi Theater Bulgaria Roman Mosaic

Visnupada vith satkona St. Petersburg 4th CE

Bulgarian hexagram
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